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South Bay Civil War Roundtable 
Meeting Minutes August 29, 2026 

 
Special Meeting Location:  Tonya McQuade Family Home    
1455 Portobelo Drive  San Jose, CA 95118 
 
Special Activities & Events: 
SBCWRT Picnic 
• Date/Time: Saturday August 29 1:00pm-4:00pm 
 
Officer Reports 
President 
• Expressed thanks and appreciation to Tonya & Mike McQuade for 

hosting the SBCWRT Picnic. A wonderful time was had by all in 
attendance and Tonya & Mike were instrumental in making the event a 
success 

 
Vice President  
No Report 
 
Treasurer 
Wells Fargo Checking Account Balance as of 7-31-26: $2,336.94, a decline 
of $34.93 from the prior month 
 
Secretary 
• Civil War Quiz: What Do You Know About Little Known Factors that 

had a Major Impact on the Civil War? 
• Meeting Attendance: Total: 11 (11 in-person; 0 via ZOOM)  

This Month in Civil War History: August 
1861: US Congress passes and President Lincoln signs the Confiscation Act 
of 1861. This act permits court proceedings for the confiscation of property, 
including enslaved people, used to support the Confederacy   
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1862:  Confederates won the Battle of Richmond in Kentucky, opening the 
state for a Southern offensive 
1863:  The Lawrence Massacre: In one of the war's worst atrocities, 
Confederate guerrilla leader William Quantrill led 450 raiders into the pro-
Union town of Lawrence, Kansas. They murdered roughly 150 to 200 
unarmed men and boys and burned the town.    
1864: Battle of Ream's Station, near Petersburg, Virginia. A surprise 
Confederate counterattack briefly stopped Federal destruction of the Weldon 
Railroad near Ream's Station, though failed to release the Federal grip on 
this important supply line into Petersburg 
 
Person of the Month: Not Presented 

 
Historian 
• Tom McMahon used his own long personal history to emphasize the 

value and importance of acquiring and maintaining human relationships. 
We need to find ways to nurture relationships and help those in need. 

 
Other Topics  
Civil War Era Songs 
Performers: Roger Bonilla, Tom Roza, Tonya McQuade, Don C  
• Tom joined in the singing to the guitar playing of Roger, Tonya, and Don 

to following Civil War era songs: 
• Lincoln and Liberty 
• The Bonnie Blue Flag 
• That’s What’s The Matter! 
• The Vacant Chair 

• Tenting Tonight 
• Where Have All the Flowers 

Gone? 
• Dixie 

 
In Memory of Former SBCWRT Member David Eller 
• David’s wife, Abby, also a former SBCWRT member, sent a card and 

monetary donation in memory of her husband, David, who passed away 
• During their long membership in the SBCWRT, Abby made numerous 

excellent presentations and David was an enthusiastic supporter 
 
August Presentation 
Annual Picnic: Mark Costin on “Zulu War Travelog” 
 
September Presentation 
Dennis Doyle on “Irish Americans during the Civil War” 
 
October Presentation 
Ron Vaughan on “Jo Shelby's Exodus” 


